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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /122W 

032586 

R 181430Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9059 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 4593 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT,RH 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT /ANC TALKS ADJOURNED 

1. DECEMBER 18 RAND DAILY MAIL REPORTS THAT TALKS BETWEEN 
RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER SMITH AND BISHOP MUZOREWA.LEADER OF 
AFRICAN NATIONAL COUNCIL (ANC), HAVE BEEN ADJOURNED UNTIL JANUARY, 
THUS SCOTCHING RECENT RUMORS OF POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS (PRETORIA 4547). 

2. IN DECEMBER 15 INTERVIEW WHILE IN BULAWAYO FOR OPENING OF 
RHODESIA'S FIRST HOLIDAY INN, PRIMIN SMITH STATED ' SLOW BUT 
ENCOURAGING" PROGRESS BEING MADE IN EFFORTS TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND UNNAMED AFRICAN GROUPS ON CONSTITUTIONAL 
ISSUES. SMITH, HOWEVER.CAUTIONED AGAINST UNRESERVED OPTIMISM 

"IN VIEW OF DISAPPOINTMENTS WE HAVE HAD IN THE PAST."MAIL ARTICLE 
SAID POLITICAL OBSERVERS IN SALISBURY STILL SEE ANC ACQUIESCENCE 
TO 1971 SETTLEMENT TERMS AS UNLIKELY IN NEAR FUTURE. 

SMITH 
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